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Thomas Hobbes was a English philosopher, born 1588 and died 1679. He was considered to 
be one of the founders of modem political philosophy, the other being John Locke. Hobbes is 
best known for his book "The Leviathan". Hobbes was interested in many things when he 
became a philosopher and even before that as a child, but none more than his idea of the 
perfect kind of governing system. His ideas of government made him unpopular with people, 
as he favored a monarchy, and as such he was exiled. Despite the fact he was exiled, his 
thoughts on the matter might be true. Monarchy, as long as not taken too far, might be the 
way. 
I. In Hobbes's book "The Leviathan", he argues that the only true form of government
would be a Monarchy of absolute power, for he believed when there is a monarchy in
place, " ... the private interest is the same with the public. The riches, power, and
honour of a monarch arise only from the riches, strength, and reputation of his
subjects." ("The Leviathan", Pg. 115). He believed that though there were other forms
of government, monarchy was the only true way for mankind to be civilized
otherwise, he believed, we would live by what he referred to as the "law of the
jungle", where he stated that the life of all mankind would be short and violent,
because individuals are in a "war of all against all". He stated this when he said
" ... whereas in a democracy, or aristocracy, the public prosperity confers not so much
to the private fortune of one that is corrupt, or ambitious, as doth many times a
pe1fidious advice, a treacherous action, or a civil war., .. ("The Leviathan", Pg. 116).
Another reason Hobbes believed that monarchy was the right way to go was that a
monarch couldn't disagree with himself/herself, and thus cause a civil war with itself.
He stated this when he said " . . .  a monarch cannot disagree with himse(f out of em-:r· or
interest; but an assembly may; and that to such a height as may produce a civil war."
(The Leviathan, Pg. 116). Hobbes himself quoted in "The Leviathan" that there was
" ... no pe1fect form of government, where the disposing of the succession is not in the
present sovereign." Simply put he meant that there was no perfect form of
government that could solve all of man's problems of choosing his successor, but in a
sovereignty the choice simply falls to that of the king or queen. That choice must
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representative government instead. A sovereignty would place all of the power in the 
hands of a single person and makes them the most powerful person even over God, as 
they have the power to say what is acceptable and what isn't (religion). Hobbes stated 
" ... it is impossible.for a man, who continual(v endeavoureth to secure himself against 
the evil he fears, and procure the good he desireth, not to be in a perpetual solicitude 
of the time to come." ("The Leviathan", Pg. 66). Hobbes believed that this is why man 
created, or at least believed so heavily in God, whom he himself didn't believe in. 
Hobbes also said that in religion "The right of nature whereby God reigneth over men, 
and punisheth those that break his laws, is to be derived, not from His creating them, 
as if He required obedience as of gratitude for His benefits, but from His irresistible 
power" ("The Leviathan", Pg. 219). Hobbes believed that this power belonged solely 
to the monarch, therefore not only does the monarchy have power over all matters of 
his kingdom, but the rights which people say belong to god, only belong to the 
monarch. Hobbes also believed that the church shouldn't meddle in the affairs of the 
king. As said, Hobbes didn't believe in God, he simply found the notion of him a 
source of power, and one that could become a source of civil war. This was a primary 
reason be believed the king should be placed above the church (and therefore over 
God). Some people would, and do, find this idea blasphemous in nature. That being 
said, there are people who believe that a sovereignty has advantages as well. Crystal 
Lombardo states this when she states that "It provides people with regional stability, 
creates numerous economic opportunities. and allows unique cultures to thrive and 
grow. " These ideas are why some people today still stick with monarchy. 
III. A primary reason Hobbes believed that monarchy was the only true form of
. .
government that could keep people in line is human greed. It's safe to say that there is 
little upside to human greed except for the person who the greed comes from. Erich 
Fromm, a German psychologist and philosopher, was quoted to say "Greed is a 
bottomless pit which exhausts the person in an endless effort to satisfy the need 
without ever reaching satisfaction." And there is really no better way to put it, for as 
soon as we want one thing and get it, we want another. Hobbes wrote " . men have no
\ 





